Horst Weierstall was born in 1944 in Wuppertal, Germany. He studied at Dartington College and Falmouth School of Art, England (1975-1981). Dartington was an institution that had close associations with the Indian philosopher Rabindra Tagore, the German architect Walter Gropius and the German dance choreographer Kurt Joos.  First contact with artists, writers, musicians and dancers who were interested in postmodern theories and interdisciplinary practices – Steve Paxton, former collaborator with Robert Rauschenberg and John Cage, Mary Falkerson, Peter Hulton and others. He settled in Cyprus in 1981 

In various installations, actions and performances he focused on border situations concerning body, time, space and movement as interrelated phenomena. Since 1984 he started a series of events based on his conception ‘Momentum’ which started in Wuppertal, culminating in the 1989 Nicosia Green Line peace action Momentum VI. The aim of these activities was to encourage direct and indirect interaction with the audience/community.

 He also created artists’ books of small and large scale often inspired by contemporary and classical literature e.g.: Samuel Beckett, James Joyce, Franz Kafka, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Gertrude Stein, Susan Sontag, Derrida, Goethe, Aristotle and others.  One of these projects ‘Riverbook’ was presented in 1997/98 at the Melina Mercouri Hall, Nicosia, Central Library, Wuppertal, Germany and the Municipal Art Centre, Yerevan, Armenia (2000)

Participation in Artists Bookfair, London Institute (2000), Artists Bookfair  Seoul, Korea (2006), Artists book exhibitions:

 “Labyrinth”, Botkyrka Konsthall, Stockholm,Sweden (2006),

“Rich and Strange”, Newport Central-library, England( Sept.2007)

“The Search for the Impossible”, Noosa-Gallery,Queensland, Australia.

“From book to book”, Leeds Art Gallery, Leeds, UK (March 2008)

“The last book”,Museum of the National Library, Madrid,Spain(October 2008)

In 2003 he has been a coordinator and artist participant in a research and performance project.  ‘One Square Foot’, at The Space, Nicosia, and University of Exeter, England.

Horst Weierstall is the co-founder of the multicultural artist community ‘The Space’ and the newly formed “Artspace” in Old Nicosia and he has been instrumental in teaching young students at the Frederick University Nicosia, Cyprus over the past 10 years. 

He had numerous exhibitions in Cyprus and abroad and represented Cyprus at the XXieth Biennale in Alexandria in 1999, the Xth Triennale in New Delhi, India in 2001.

2006-2007 organizer of ‘Close Distance’, a multimedia and performance project with three Iranian artists with the Goethe Centre at Castelliotissa, Nicosia,Cyprus 

January 2007 New multi-media project under the title “plus twice removed” at the Argo gallery in Nicosia, Cyprus.

November 2007  organizer of “Topia-U-Topia” videos on urban experiences in Cyprus, Germany and Korea. Municipal Art Centre,Goethe-centre, Nicosia 

November 2008 curator of Artistsbook project “ A book for a lifetime” at

”The Artspace “, Nicosia in collaboration with” Moufflon Bookshop and Publishers” and “Goethe-centre”,Nicosia, Cyprus.

April 2009 curator of Videoart-project “Listen-Look-Now” at The Artspace,Nicosia
October 2009 Video-performance-installation "No-body No-border"., a collaboration with The Goethe-centre and Dancegate(Dancehouse)Nicosia

November/December 2009 curator of exhibition "Photography and Text" and artistsbook "There is always a way  around a wall" commemorating the fall of the Berlin wall in collaboration with The Goethe-centre and The German embassy Nicosia, Cyprus

November 2010  and January 2011 curator of  event `FLUXUS-POST-FLUXUS` 

8 international artist`s work at THEARTSPACE  Nicosia and Duesseldorf  in

collaboration with The German Embassy, Nicosia, Cyprus 

Publications: ”From Sign to Action”,2004 a visual essay,documentation of works 1979-2003 and "Text and Image" 2006  artistbooks with a text by 

Peter Handke published  by  Moufflon Publications Ltd.,Nicosia Cyprus

Artist`s casestudy in ` A manifesto for the book ` 2010 

by Sarah Bodman and Tom Sowden  published by `Impact Press,Centre for Fine-Print-Research University of The West of England, Bristol

Journal publications  by  Dorinda Hulton University of Exeter, UK

`Sites of micro-political theatre` in Performance and Art Journal Sept. 2008

editor Bonnie Marraca

An article entitled `One Square Foot` , Studies in Theatre and Performance Vol.7

Article on performance `One Square Foot`  published by `Intellect` editor 

Peter Thomson June 2007 , Bristol ISSN No. 1478-2761

Address:

“THE ARTSPACE”, 31,Pigmalionosstr.,1010  Nicosia,Cyprus

POBOX 22509 CY 1522 Nicosia, Cyprus

Mobile:00357-99-875117

e-mail: horstweierstall@googlemail.com
website:  www.horstweierstall.com.cy
